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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BELFAS 00014 181551Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 L-03 NSC-05 PA-02 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 /081 W 

182304Z 080910/72-62 

R 181409Z JAN 77 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1542 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 

UNCLAS BELFAST 14 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, PINT, UK, El 

SUBJECT: STRIKE AT AMERICAN-OWNED SALTMINE 

1 . AMERICAN INDUSTRIAL INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
VIEWED MOST FAVORABLY IS, IN ONE CASE, RECEIVING CONSIDERABLE 
UNFAVORABLE PUBLICITY LOCALLY. IRISH SALTMINING AND EXPLORATION 
CO. LTD. KILROOT COUNTY ANTRIM HAS BEEN SHUT DOWN BY STRIKE 
OF 47 WORKERS SINCE NOVEMBER 1976. TMEDTATF, CAUSE OF STRIKE 
WAS FIRING OF TWO SHOP STEWARDS AND SUSPENSION 30 WORKERS. 

COMPANY HAS REFUSED TO RECOGNIZE COMPLAINING UNION (AMALGAMATED 
TRANSPORT AND GENERAL WORKERS UNION) OR PERMIT ORGANIZING 
ACTIVITIES. NET (OCT 1) LABOUR RELATIONS AGENCY HAS RECOMMENDED 
COMPANY SHOULD RECOGNIZE BOTH TRADE UNIONS REPRESENTING WORKFORCE 
AND THEIR RIGHT TO NEGOTIATE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF 
EMPLOYMENT. COMPANY OFFICIALS HAVE REFUSED MEET WITH AGENCY 
REPRESENTATIVES. PUBLICITY AGGRAVATED BY UNUSUALWINTER CONDITIONS 
NORTHTERN IRELAND IN WHICH ROADS MADE DANGEROUS BY ICE AND 
SNOW. STRIKE AT KILROOT HAS CAUSED SHORTAGE OF SALT FOR ROAD 
USE AND TEMPORARY SYMPATHY BOYCOTT BY DOCKERS HAD BROUGHT SALT 
STOCKS TO CRITICALLY LOW LEVEL. AS OF JAN. 18 ONLY MAIN ROADS 
BEING SALTED. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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2. IRISH SALTMING IS SUBSIDIARY OF EASTERN MINERALS, LOWELL, 
MASSACHUSETTS. THERE ARE NO RPT NO AMERICAN OFFICIALS OF THE 
FIRM RESIDENT IN NORTHERN IRELAND. THERE MAY BE POLITICAL 
SECTARIAN ANGLE TO THIS SITUATION. CONGEN UNDERSTANDS 
OWNERS ARE IRISH- AMERICANS AND LOCAL MANAGERS ARE RELATED 
(COUSINS). SOME WORKERS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO INVOLVE REVEREND 
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